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5 May 1950

MEMORANDUM FOR: D/Pub, ORE

sermron - [

SUBJECT ¢ Belgian Parliamentary Elections

REFERENCE : Case [N 25X1A

25X1A

1. It is requested that this office be furnished an
ORE evaluation of the composition of the Belgian parliament

following the elections of 4 June 1950.

2., It would be appreclated if a priority status

would be given this request as the earlier the material is

available to QOPC the more useful it will be.

3. This memorandum confirms conversation of
4 Hay 1950 between
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15 ey 1950

Ganslusiont The Christian Zocisl Party (PSC) probably will obtain an
absolute majority in both houses of Parliament in the 4 June alwtima.. The
liberal Party is expected to loee to the PuC, and possibly to aplinter groups,
but the gaine of the Catholica mey also be minimized by the election of apm‘ber
group oandidates, The domblned strength of the Socialist and Communlst Parties®
representation probably will remain about the same, although the Comxminists

may lose one or two seats to the Soolalists.

The election canpaign will be waged largely over the issue
of King Leopold's status, and this estimate of changes in the representatlon of

the various parties in Parliament is based on the bellef that the electorate will
be greatly infiuenced by this issue in ohoosing candidates. The position of the
PuC is strong, because the "popular consultation" in Marsh 1950 on whether

King Leopold should return to the throne indicated that mapy voters who supported
the Liberal Party in 1949 favored the King's returh. In the national elestions
a year ago the PiC obtained an absolute majority in the Senate but lacked two
seats for a majority in the Chamber of Deputies. The fact that the Idberal gains
in the last elsctions were made largely in the Flemish area, where support for
Leopold is strongest, indicates that the libersl Farly probdably will lose out
among the Flemish to Catholic candidates. The issue on which the liberals seem
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to have made thelr greatest gains in 1949~-freedos from Government econonio
sontrols—is no longer as controversial an issue, and the Catholics probably
have proved adequately within the past year that they strongly favor a "free
sconony.” The I'SC labor support alec seems assured, particwlarly if economic
conditions remain favorable and unemployment does not rise to any important
axtent.

The fuctor that may prevent an apprecisble gain in Catholie pariias
mentary representation is the strengthening of the Flemlsh splinter groups,
composed largely of extreme rightists and nationelists, These groups will
reveive no more than several parliamentary seats, if that, but they may in some
cases, (as ocourred in 1949) so weuken support for some P scandidates that
the Liberal Party will be able to obtain the seats. This drain on PYC strength
e obably ﬁin net be important enough, however, to prevent it from obtsining an
absolute majority.

The Liberal Party, as indicated sbove, is expected to lose m.e of the
large gains it made in 1949, 1Its opposition to Leopold will loss it some
Flesish support, and its seeming wiilingness to sompromise on the issue may cause
defection of Walloon supporters to the Socialists or independent ialloon groups.
Joint Sveislist and Liberal support may be given to one or two candidates in
the Luxesbourg and Limburg Provinces, but it is unlikely thet any substantial
inreads will be made on the strong Catholic position in thess arsaz,

There probably will be little change in the parliamentary strength of
the soclalliat Party, although o gain of one or two seats from the Conpminists is
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possible. The severs losses the Cowmcunist Party sustalned in 1949 reduced it
sbout to the “herd cope" and almost to its prewar parlismentary strength.

An approxizete estisate of the minimunm and maxintim seats it is
believed sach party could recelve in the Chasber of Deputies cut of a total
of 212 is as followsy

Christian Soolal 105 107 110
Soalalist 66 &6 68
Liberal 29 2, <8
Comaunist 12 10 12
Splinter Uroups 0 o 3

The diastribution of the 175 .snate seats may not reflect as accurately
the popular vote, because only & portion of the Senators are elected by propor
tional represaentation, and the remainder are chosen by the Provineisl Councils
and by cooptation, The PUC, with a majority of nine sents, will at least
maintaln this lead snd probably will inorease it. Hecauss Catholie ¢untrol of
the Jenate seems ummunied, the Senate sleotlons are secondary to those of the
Chasbar of Deputies. As in the Chamber of Deputiss, the lLiberals probably will
loss a few seats and the Soslallste and Communists maintain apgro:d.m’bely thely
sune strength. The present distribution of the lenate seals :ff az followsy

psc | 92
soclalist 53
Liberal 24
Commnist 6

Approved For Release 2000/08/29 : ClA-BDP79T01049A000200030004-9

CONFIDENTIAL



